CHAPTER   V
TOWARDS A DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
I.   THE   BASES   OF  THE   REPUBLICAN   FAITH
while the Church was making her bold and, on the whole,
not unsuccessful attempt at controlling the political life of
France by directing her education and by identifying herself
with political Conservatism, at whatever cost to her spiritual
independence and authority, those forces were beginning to
marshal themselves which were destined to inflict on her a
final defeat.
It was the work of Radicalism to see in the struggle against
the Church the real foundation of democratic faith and action.
Its thinkers realized that the overwhelming claims of the
Church could not be met by a mere appeal to a political theory,
however cogent. The claims of the Church rested not on an
abstract theory but on a religious faith, on a conviction which
took in the whole of a man's personality; only an equal faith
could meet it. The Church founded her claims on a Divine
commission ; nothing would avail but to show that this Divine
commission, or its equivalent, had been entrusted not to the
Church or to a class, but to the people as a whole. Democracy
had in fact to become a religion. If this be borne in mind it
will be realized what a fallacy it is, though a natural tendency,
to see in the Democrat or Republican—the terms are practic-
ally interchangeable in the period we are studying—but a
Liberal who has moved somewhat more to the Left, and to see
the origin of democratic theory in a more thoroughgoing
application of the principles on which Liberalism rested. That
this generalization would apply to some Democrats is doubtless
true: a Liberal like Tocqueville marks obviously a kind of
transition between the two schools of thought. But between
normal Liberalism and Republicanism a great gulf was
really fixed, based on fundamental differences of origin and
temperament.
The ordinary Liberal was essentially a legalist, distrustful
of first principles and abstract dogma, and greatly fearful of any
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